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The first meeting of the new year was held on January 9th. It 
is customary for the Mayor to attend and we were 
expecting Councillor Jackie Kirk but at the last minute she 
was unavailable and the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Biff Bean  
represented  her. (see photograph) Biff is a Councillor in the 
Hartsholme Ward and began his talk by telling us about the 
many charities he supports in addition to his work with 
Young Offenders. One of Biff’s duties is as a member of the 
Planning Committee and he expressed his delight on the 
work nearing completion on the Central Market. Biff is 
clearly a man of ambition but may have set his sights a little  

high in trying to get a celebrity to open the refurbished market later in the year, we doubt 
whether His Majesty will be available. 

DISABILITY GAMES UPDATE. I attended Simon Kalson’s zoom meeting on 11th January and 
agreed to help with Health and Safety details for the Archery and that is now in hand. 
Simon reported that entry forms have been issued to the teams and I can confirm that I 
have invited our team as usual. Joanne Brennan has agreed to enquire if there are any likely 
members of club 87 who would like to join us. Sadly another former member of our team 
has died, Stuart Toyne, and Audrey and I, along with Joanne and Tony Brennan, will attend 
the funeral on 31st January. 

 The games are programmed to take place on Sunday 16th April at Lincoln Christ’s Hospital 
School as before, and the Lincoln Club will again run the Boccia event along with our 
colleagues who joined us last year. 

CLUB COUNCIL MEETING 16th JANUARY 2023 This was our usual zoom event which starts at 
6-00 pm. It was noted that our joining member, Dennis  Bambridge has now been installed. 
It was confirmed that a donation of £500 will be sent to the Nomad Trust, c/o The YMCA. 
This would have been part of a 4-club payment to fund a room for three years as we did 
when the new accommodation was built for the Nomad Trust at the YMCA three years ago. 
Sadly one or two of the clubs decided not to support the room rent this time. 

 The President will talk to the other three clubs about the Lincolnshire Show to agree which 
club will lead the event this year. 

 President Elect John reported that he is waiting for the Neustadt club to tell us when they 
would like to visit and how many will be coming. So far three members have agreed to host 
a couple and more volunteers are being sought, depending on the numbers and the date. 
Alfred Schneider is acting as go-between. 

After ten years of running the sleigh I have asked the Club for a volunteer to store the sleigh 
and a team to run it next Christmas. I am not as strong as I was when I constructed it 
following a major operation. 

 

 



23rd JANUARY MEETING 

John Cawdell had entertained us with 53 talks, ever mindful that Tom Baker had spoken to 
the Club 60 times. On 23rd November he gave his 54th talk on the subject of Great Escapes 
during World War11. 

 He began by reminding us of the famous escapes which eventually were immortalised by 
the film industry. He then told us about a Russian soldier called Michael Daviotoft, who had 
a senior rank in the Russian army , was eventually captured by the Germans and was 
committed to slave labour in a factory manufacturing V1 and V2 rockets. There was an 
airfield attached to the factory and one day he and a colleague were unloading a Heinkel 
Bomber and seeing an opportunity, killed their guard and Daviotoft took the controls and 
set about hijacking the aircraft. They survived a small arms attack and headed East. Sadly 
they were shot down before escaping from the German zone and were again imprisoned. 
When the war ended the Russians transported some of the prisoners to a camp in Russia 
without realising that Daviotoft was one of their own. Remarkably he remained there for 12 
years before his true identity was realised and he was released and recognised as a hero! 

Giving the vote of thanks, Terry Coffey referred to John’s many talks and how he had 
captured our interest and taught us such a lot. 

TELEPHONE RESPONDERS  Members may recall that when the Pandemic started I 
suggested we Rotarians could help Age UK . Peter Hill and I are, as far as I know, still the 
only members who partake. Believe me it is much appreciated by the recipients and AgeUK. 

 



.EXCERPT  FROM THE SHEEPWASH 
TIMES ISSUE NO 168 

We have already received a letter of 
thanks from the Branston Santa team 
which was in the last newsletter but this 
excerpt from the Sheepwash times adds 
more details. 

The sleigh went past our house on one 
of the nights and I have to say I felt 
rather proud having created such a 
vision. They have added more lights to 
illuminate Santa and have the music 
louder than we do. 

When we were on one of the circuits of 
the staff houses at Waddington I met an 
American visitor who was very 
complementary about what he saw. 

I hope the Club can continue to use the 
sleigh.  

 

BENCHES AT ST MARY LE WIGFORD 

The last time I was in Lincoln I walked past St Mary le Wigford church and  inspected the 
two Rotary benches as I often do. Rev Jeremy Cullimore just happened to be passing and 
we had a long conversation about the future of the churchyard. Apparently the City are 
going to recreate the area at the West end of the church into a landscaped garden and the 
two Rotary benches will be re-sited within it.  

The varnish is urgently in need of refurbishment, otherwise the benches are in good 
condition. Older members will be aware that these benches were donated to the Church 
but we have kept them in good order over many years. They both have an inscription which 
makes clear that they were presented by Rotarians. 

ROTARIAN LEN CURTIS  We are sorry to report that Len collapsed just after the end of the 
last meeting and with Dr Lochan’s help, members called for an ambulance and he was 
admitted to Hospital. The Secretary will keep us informed of Len’s progress. 

FUNERAL OF STUART TOYNE 31st JANUARY Stuart only took part in the Disability Games for 
a short time but was a well liked and interesting character. Audrey and I attended the 
funeral as noted and were pleased to hear Rotary Disability Games mentioned in the Eulogy 
along with many other events which Stuart enjoyed. As a person with only one living 
relative he kept himself occupied and was well liked by all who knew him. 

PETER MANTON—BULLETIN EDITOR 

 


